Criminal Justice 4317: Child Abuse and Neglect CRN: 25763
Spring 2020: On-line Course

Professor: Karina Rodriguez, B.S., M.S., Ph.D.
Email: rodriguezk@uhd.edu 
Office On-line course

E-MAIL
Please e-mail me with any questions/concerns.  Remember, this is an online class, therefore, I am not on campus, however, I will respond to your e-mail as soon as possible.  It is imperative that any questions and/or concerns you have can be addressed through e-mail in a timely manner and with sufficient time.  Note, make sure to email me through blackboard, preferably.  
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course examines the etiology of Child Maltreatment (abuse and neglect) and how these issues are legally and socially addressed in the United States. In particular, the course focuses on these issues from the perspectives of law enforcement, child protective services, court personnel, and professions interested in prevention and education.
Pre-requisite: Junior Standing
Credits: Students who successfully complete this course will receive three hours of college credit.
REQUIRED TEXT
Keen, S. M. & McCoy, M. L. (2014). Child Abuse and Neglect: 2nd Edition, ISBN-13: 978-1848725294

 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
At the completion of the semester, students should be able to:
1. Understand what child abuse and neglect means to child survivors.
2. Understand cultural, social, economic, political, and familial factors that contribute to the various types of child abuse and neglect that takes place within families.
3. Understand how social and economic policy can contribute to prevention and to the promotion of child and family well-being.
4. Develop an understanding of the range of intervention resources, including educational materials and local direct services, available to children, families, elders, and practitioners;
5. Develop prevention/intervention strategies likely to decrease child maltreatment and increase the well-being of children, families and communities; and
6. Be familiar with ethical issues and dilemmas related to intervention and prevention.
READINGS
Reading assignments for a given day should be completed prior to an assignment being due.  Access to supplemental readings will be provided by the instructor throughout the semester as deemed necessary. You are responsible for all readings and assignments.  In addition, throughout the course, I will provide diverse examples of assignments you are to complete this semester.  Therefore, it is imperative that you check your e-mail daily.
PERSONAL BIO
Students are to introduce themselves to your professor through blackboard e-mail.  You will answer the following questions:
1. Name/ Present yourself.
2. Major/Minor, graduation semester?
3. Career goals and aspirations? Why do you select this particular field?
4. Do you currently work or have worked in the field of CJ?  If so, elaborate.
5. Who is or has been your major influence in your life/ career? Why? 
6. You may also share any other information about yourself and/or experiences you have had in the field of CJ.
Personal Introduction due date is January 20, 2020. Submit through blackboard only.  No exceptions.
REACTION PAPERS (15 points each)
As college students, writing papers will become part of your agenda.  Accordingly, 8 short-length reaction papers will be required in this course (see below for due dates).  Specifically, students are to write a 2-page reaction papers.  Reaction papers should not be less than 2-pages and should also not exceed 2 pages, on the chapter/s being reviewed for that specific week (note: the cover page is NOT part of the 2-page count). Include your thoughts/opinions of the specific chapter/topic and critical points in the chapter are to be summarized.  For example, what are your thoughts and views on the topic presented?  What critical points did the author addressed and why are they important?  Do you agree with the author's points, why or why not?  Do not tell me what the author says in each chapter word for word, I already know what the chapter is about; therefore, you will be graded on your thoughts, opinions, and arguments in your reaction paper.
Your reaction papers must be typed, double-spaced, 12 pt. font and in Times New Roman.  Please include your name and the number of reaction paper on your cover page.  Your reaction paper must have a cover page.
All reaction papers must be turned in ON TIME and on the exact due date by 11:59 p.m. in order to receive full credit.  I will not accept late reaction papers.  E-mail your reaction papers through blackboard e-mail on the due date.
DISCUSSION BOARDS (20 points each)
There will be a total of (8) discussion posts in this course.  On the assigned dates listed under “course outline” are the dates your discussion boards are due.  The professor will post a discussion question at the beginning of that specific week. The student is to provide a response for that post.  Your post needs to be no less than 500 words. Discussions posts must be well-written, using proper grammar and sentence structure. I suggest typing your response in Word before posting it to the forum. Posts will be made available on a Monday and your post is due Friday at 11:59pm of the same week the discussion post is posted. Late discussion posts will not be accepted, as I will NOT re-open the discussion forums.

VIDEO REPORTS (25 points each)
The student is required to respond to 4 posted videos with substantial responses.  The responses should be related to the selected video.  Videos and questions will be posted on a Monday and due by Friday of that same week by 11:59 p.m., therefore, you have 5-days to post your discussion. You are to submit your responses to the videos through blackboard email.  See the course outline below for the post and due date for this specific assignment.  Videos should be no less than 500 words.

FINAL EXAM
Complete a 10-page research paper on any topic related to this course, you can use the course book as a guide when selecting a topic.  If you are not sure of your topic, please e-mail me beforehand for feedback prior to beginning writing your paper, remember, your research paper is your final exam and is worth 100 points of your grade, therefore, make sure your topic is applicable to this course.  I advice students to work on this assignment (i.e. your final exam) with sufficient time.  Do not wait until the last minute to begin writing.  I suggest work on 2-pages every two weeks to ease this assignment.  I will be more than glad to review your work as you write and give you feedback. All students should aim for a good quality paper and take sufficient time in completing this assignment.  
The title page, abstract page, and bibliography do not count for the required total pages.  Cutting and pasting from outside sources in order to complete the 10-page paper requirement is not acceptable as a means of completing this assignment.  Previously submitted papers for other courses are not accepted. DO NOT plagiarize your paper, as I will find it, and you will receive an “F” in the course NO EXCEPTIONS OR EXCUSES.  Your work must be original and be your own work in this course.  Your research paper is due on the day of the final which I will e-mail you and should be submitted through blackboard.  Note, I will run all papers through TURNIT IN and check for plagiarism.



[bookmark: _GoBack]GRADING MATRIX
	Instrument
	Value of Points
	Total

	 Reaction Papers (8)
	15 points each
	120 points

	Discussion Boards (8)
	20 points each
	160 points

	Video Reports (4)
	25 points each
	100 points

	Personal Bio (1)
	20 points
	20 points

	Final Exam Paper
	100 points
	100 points



	
GRADING DETERMINATION

A= 410-500
B= 319-409
C= 228-318
D= 137-227
F=  136 or below
 


STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
The University of Houston-Downtown complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, pertaining to the provision of reasonable academic adjustments/auxiliary aids for students with a disability.  In accordance with Section 504 and ADA guidelines, UHD strives to provide reasonable academic adjustments/auxiliary aids to students who request and require them.  If you believe that you have a documented disability requiring academic adjustments/auxiliary aids, please contact the Office of Disability Services, One Main St., Suite 409-South, Houston, TX 77002.  (Office) 713-226-5227 (Website) www.uhd.edu/disability / (Email) disabilityservices@uhd.edu 
UNIVERSITY SERVICES
Accordingly, the University has an Academic Support Center that includes a reading and writing center as well as a math lab.  It is encouraged and please take use of these services as you deem needed to improve your writing.  
WITHDRAWAL
If you are not able to complete the requirements for this class or have to withdraw due to a personal/emergency reason, you must withdraw from the course according to the University policy.  Students are responsible for withdrawing themselves from the course.  

INCOMPLETE GRADES
I do not give incomplete grades because of the difficulty involved.  If you anticipate missing work that will affect your grade, please withdraw from the class prior to the withdrawal date.
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
Academic dishonesty consists of, but not limited to, any of the following acts when committed by a student. Such infractions shall constitute academic dishonesty:
1. Cheating- intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in any academic exercise.
2. Fabrication- intentionally or unauthorized falsification or invention of any information or citation in an academic exercise.
3. Facilitating Academic Dishonesty- intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help another violate any provisions of this code.
4. Plagiarism- intentionally or knowingly representing the words or ideas of another as one’s own in any academic exercise.
NOTE: Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in any form and shall be punished, to its fullest extent, in accordance with the University of Houston-Downtown’s codes of conduct. Academic integrity violations will result in an F for this course.
Writing Lab, Reading Lab, Mathematics Lab (N-925)
If you need assistance with writing, reading or math in order to be successful in this class, you can receive general assistance at the University Writing or Math labs.  There is a Writing Lab in the Commerce Building, 4th floor.

University of Houston-Downtown Policies and Procedures
Statement of Reasonable Accommodations:
The University of Houston-Downtown complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, pertaining to the provision of reasonable academic adjustments/auxiliary aids for students with a disability.  

In accordance with Section 504 and ADA guidelines, UHD strives to provide reasonable academic adjustments/auxiliary aids to students who request and require them.  If you believe that you have a documented disability requiring academic adjustments/auxiliary aids, please contact the Office of Disability Services, One Main St., Suite 409-South, Houston, TX 77002,  (Office) 713-226-5227, www.uhd.edu/disability/ (Website), disabilityservices@uhd.edu (Email).

COURSE POLICIES AND REQUIREMENTS
This information does not constitute all course policies; students are responsible for all course requirements established by their instructor during the semester and all institutional policies as established in the UHD student handbook. The descriptions and timelines contained in this syllabus are subject to change at the discretion of the Professor.


UNIVERSITY POLICY JURISDICTIONS
All students are subject to the university-wide policies set forth in the UHD Catalog, the Student Handbook, and the UHD website, available at https://www.uhd.edu/policies/pages/policies-index.aspx 
CAMPUS CARRY LAW
As of August 1, 2016, the “Campus Carry Law” (SB 11) is in effect on the UHD campus.  Any individuals who hold a current and valid License to Carry may carry a concealed handgun on or about their person, where permitted on UHD property.  Certain areas of campus have been designated as gun-free areas, and there are notices or signs at those locations.  Please refer to the UHD Campus Carry Policy (https://www.uhd.edu/administration/employment-services-operations/resources/Documents/PS01A16.pdf) for a list of the areas designated as gun-free and to understand your rights and responsibilities under the policy. 

COURSE OUTLINE
COURSE OUTLINE
Week 1: 1/13 – 1/17
Introduction to syllabus----review the syllabus and become clear and aware of all expectations and due date in this class.

Week 2: 1/20 – 1/24  
Personal Bio due on 1/20 by 11:59 p.m.
Review Chapter 1

Week 3: 1/27– 1/31
Review Chapter 2
Reaction Paper #1 on Chapter 1 due 1/31
Discussion Board 1 due 1/31

Week 4: 2/3-2/7
Review Chapter 3
Discussion Board 2 due 2/7 
Video #1 assignment due 2/7 by 11:59 pm

Week 5: 2/10-2/14
Review Chapter 4
Reaction Paper #2 on Chapter 2 due 2/14
Discussion Board 3 due 2/14


Week 6: 2/17-2/21
Review Chapter 5
Discussion Board 4 due 2/21
Video #2 assignment due 2/21 by 11:59 pm


Week 7: 2/24-2/28
Review Chapter 6
Reaction Paper #3 on Chapter 3 due 2/28
Discussion Board 5 due 2/28

Week 8: 3/2-3/6
Review Chapter 7
Discussion Board 6 due 3/6

Week 9: 3/9-3/13 
SPRING BREAK

Week 10: 3/16-3/20
Review Chapter 8 and 9
Reaction Paper #4 on Chapter 4 due 3/20
Discussion Board 7 due 3/20
Video #3 assignment due 3/20 by 11:59 pm

Week 11: 3/23-3/27
Review Chapter 10
Reaction Paper #5 on Chapter 5 due 3/27
Discussion Board 8 due 3/27

Week 12: 3/30-4/3
Reaction Paper #6 on Chapter 6 due 4/3
Video #4 assignment due 4/3 by 11:59 pm

Week 13: 4/6-4/10
Reaction Paper #7 on Chapter 7 due 4/10

Week 14: 4/13-4/17
Reaction Paper #8 on Chapter 8 due 4/17
Work on finalizing research paper

Week 15: 4/20-4/24
Work on finalizing research paper

 ****Final Exam Paper due on May 7, 2020 by 11:59 p.m. via-blackboard email, no exceptions.


NOTE: Every effort will be made to follow this syllabus schedule; however, I reserve the right to make any changes when the occasion deems necessary.
Remember, as your professor I am here to help you with any questions and/or concerns regarding this course and assignments.  Please do not hesitate to ask questions.

"A GOAL IS A DREAM WITH A DEADLINE" -NAPOLEON HILL
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